
Norbury Hall Primary 
School’s Approach to 

Phonics



A method of teaching children how the 
alphabet works for reading and spelling by:

• Developing children’s speaking and 
listening skills  

• Helping children to blend (read) and 
segment (spell) words

What is phonics?



Letters and Sounds

A 6 Phased Programme

Begins in nursery and aims for children to have 
secure word recognition skills for reading by the 

end of Key Stage 1.

Children are ability grouped to ensure that 
activities are matched appropriately for your 

child’s needs.



It is important to get children off to a good start 
by developing speaking and listening skills as a 

priority for paving the way to reading and 
writing.

Rich Language Development

Phase 1 Phonics



Listening                                 Speaking

Listening walk                                      Sing nursery rhymes

Describe and find it!           Making rhyming strings

                                                   

                                                        Modelling oral blending

                                                               

                                                b – a – t

Read good quality texts to your child to develop a rich language 
bank.

    

Fun phase 1 activities



Phoneme – Unit of sound
Grapheme – The symbol of the phoneme

• Set 1 s     a      t     p

• Set 2 i     n     m     d

• Set 3  g     o     c     k

• Set 4   ck     e     u     r

• Set 5 h     b     f     ff     l     ll     ss

Phase  2 Phonics



Correct pronunciation of sounds



Correct pronunciation of sounds

When modelling sounds with your child take 
care not to add an ‘uh’ sound to the end of your 

sounds e.g.

• s – ‘sssss’ not ‘suh’

• m – ‘mmm’ not ‘muh’

• t – not ‘tuh’

• Sh – ‘sh’ not ‘shuh’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


Tricky Words

Tricky words are those that the children are 
unable to blend and therefore need to be learnt 

in addition to the phonemes

e.g.

These continue throughout all phases.

to the



• Set 6 j         v       w        x     

• Set 7 y        z        zz           qu

ch sh th ng 

ai ee igh oa oo

ar or ur ow oi

ear air ure er

Phase 3 Phonics



Blending 2 and 3 letters at the beginning and 
end of words e.g.  

Beginning :

End :

Phase 4 Phonics

fr gl spr

nt nd mp



Additional Phonemes

ay ou ie ea oy

ir ue aw wh ph

ew oe au a_e e_e

i_e o_e u_e

Phase 5 Phonics



Reception Word List

Spelling

Reception 

Reading List 1

the

and

a

to

said

in

he

I

 Reception 

Reading       List 2

of

it

was

you

they

on

she

is

Reception 

Reading List 3

for

at

his

but

that

with

all

we



Research  to consider …





Your child should read their school reading book 
3 times a week with you at home.  Please sign 

the reading record.

Bug Club books are allocated specifically to your 
child linked to the sounds they are currently 
learning.  Please ensure the bug’s eyes are 

closed.

Weekly home learning also supports your child’s 
reading.

Bedtime stories also help your child become a 
reader, develops their vocabulary and their love 

of books.

Key to Learning 
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