


• A method of teaching children how the 
alphabet works for reading and spelling 
by:

Developing children’s speaking and 
listening skills  

Helping children to blend (read) and 
segment (spell) words



Letters and Sounds
A programme devised by the government

6 Phase programme

Begins in Nursery and aims for children to have secure word 
recognition skills for reading by the end of Key Stage 1

Children are ability grouped to ensure that activities are matched 
appropriately for your child’s needs



Phase 1

It is important to get children off to a good start by developing 
speaking and listening skills as a priority for paving the way to 

reading and writing

Rich language development



Listening                           Speaking

Listening walk                                      Sing nursery rhymes

Describe and find it!           Making rhyming strings

                                                             

                                                             Modelling oral blending

                                                               

                                                b – a - t

Read good quality texts to your child to develop a rich language

bank

    

Fun phase 1 activities



Phoneme – Unit of sound

Grapheme – The symbol of the phoneme

 Set 1 s     a      t     p

 Set 2 i     n     m     d

 Set 3  g     o     c     k

 Set 4   ck     e     u     r

 Set 5 h     b     f     ff     l     ll     ss

Phase  2



CORRECT PRONUNCIATION OF 
SOUNDS

When modelling sounds with your child take care not 
to add an ‘uh’ sound to the end of your sounds e.g.

 s – ‘sssss’ not ‘suh’

 m – ‘mmm’ not ‘muh’

 t – not ‘tuh’

 Sh – ‘sh’ not ‘shuh’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


 Set 6 j         v       w        x     

 Set 7 y        z        zz           qu

ch sh th ng 

ai ee igh oa oo

ar or ur ow oi

ear air ure er

Phase 3



Blending 2 and 3 letters at the beginning and end 
of words e.g.  

Beginning :

End :

Phase 4

fr gl spr

nt nd mp



Additional Phonemes

ay ou ie ea oy

ir ue aw wh ph

ew oe au a_e e_e

i_e o_e u_e

Phase 5



Alternative Pronunciations

ifin   find ohot  cold c cat cent g got giant u but put

ow cow  blow ietie field ea eat  bread

er  farmer  her  a hat what y  yes  by   very

ch chin school  chef ou  out    shoulder  could   you



Phase 6

Plurals
Adding s, 

es, ies
Suffixes
Word 

endings such 
as ing, ed, er, 

ment

Prefixes
Such as  
im, in

Synonyms
Words with 

similar 
meanings e.g. 

big, large, 
huge

Similies
e.g.

As wise as an 
owl

As hard as 
nails



Homophones
there, their, 
they're
here, hear
see, sea
sun, son
blue, blew
night, knight

Y2 word list
different
which
inside
under
eyes
green
girl

Theme
house
roof
brick
straw
sticks
past
present

Roll dice
1= pyramid
2= box
3= backwards
4= rainbow
5= detective
6= small-large

a b c  d e f  g h  i  j   k l   m  n  o  p   q  r   s   t   u  v   w   x   y   z
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26

Spelling



Phonics Screen Check
• The Phonic Screen check is due to take place the 

week beg: 8th June 2026.
• All Year 1 children are expected to complete the 
check. It will assess how well children will use their 
phonics skills to decode real and nonsense words. 

• It is out of 40 and the pass mark, (at the moment), is 
32 out of 40.

• If a child gets below 32 and doesn’t pass, they will be 
expected to complete the check the following June, 

when in Year 2. If they still don’t pass they don’t 
complete it again, they will receive targeted support.  

• It will be completed in school, with a teacher who is 
familiar to your child. 

• We will all it a ‘quiz’ not a test and the children will 
be used to the format. 





Think about which phase is appropriate for your child

Explore the practical activities            

 and have a go!

Key to learning – Make it 
fun!!



Thank you for listening.

Please feel free to join us in the opposite Year 1 
classroom to look at some of the ways we teach 

and learn Phonics, interactively! 

And finally…
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