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/ learning

Reading
e Whyisreading so important?
e How to support your child with their reading
e Recommended reads

Writing and spelling

Mental Maths
* What times tables should my child know?
* How to support with learning number facts and times tables

at home .
N
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Reading
Reading books and Reading Records are to be
brought into school every day. Children are
expected to keep a note of where they have read
up to in their book. Please listen to your child
read as frequently as possible and record this in
their records. It is an expectation that children

read at least 3 times a week. Promote reading at
home — it does not have to be a boolathat they

always read. ’
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school year

8,000 words

Every Minute Counts

Chid ‘=’ reads Chid ‘B’ reads Chid ‘C’ reads
I minute each day Sminutes each 20 minutes each

an ay

180 minutes in a 900 minutes in a 3,600 minutes ina
school year school year

1,800,000 words

282,000 words
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Reading for pleasure leads to
increased attainment.

The loE research found that
children who read for pleasure are
likely to do significantly better at
school than their peers in maths,
vocabulary and spelling.

Reading for pleasure and life
expectancy

The National Literacy Trust found
that a child growing up in a ward
with one of the highest
vulnerabilities to literacy
problems in the country has a
shorter life expectancy than a
child growing up in a ward with
one of the lowest vulnerabilities
to literacy problems.

Why?

The importance of engagement in reading

Reading for pleasure promotes
empathy

The DfE found that reading for
pleasure promotes general
knowledge, a better understanding
of other cultures, community
participation and a greater insight
into human nature and decision
making.

Reading can lift children out of
poverty and promote social
inclusion.

The OECD (2002) found that
reading and enjoyment is more
important for children’s
educational success than their
family's socio-economic status.

Reading for pleasure and wellbeing

The MNational Literacy Trust found that
children who enjoy reading very much
and who think positively about reading
have, on average, higher mental
wellbeing scores than their peers who
don’t enjoy reading at all and who hold
negative attitudes towards reading.
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"THERE'S NO SUCH THING
AS A KID WHO HATES
READING. THERE ARE KIDS
WHO LOVE READING, AND

AIUS WHO ARE READING
HE WRONG BOOKS."
JAMES PATTERSUN
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= reading =

* Please ask them questions about the text, make
predictions and discuss characters to check their
understanding.

* Promote a variety of texts: non-fiction, fiction,
different genres and authors.

* Help them with the different skills of reading
especially ‘skim’ reading where they are looking
for keywords in the text — fastest finger first.

* Speed reading — timed

* Discussing language. What does the word mean?
Look up words together with an app/dictionary.
Can thev find svhnonvms or antonvms?




50 Recommended Reads for...
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Find bookfists by age or topic at booksfortopics.com

SCAN ME to find the ontine booklist, book pack, reviews and resources



50 Recommended Reads for...
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Find booklists by age or topic at booksfortopics.com @

SCAN ME to find the ontine booklist, book pack, reviews and resources
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What you say really matters

We didn’t do it like

this when | was at
Don’t worry. | wasn’t

very good at maths

at school either. ’>

You’'ll have to ask

school.

Oh no — time for the
someone else. I'm dreaded maths

terrible at fractions. homework.




TALKING POSITIVELY ABOUT MATHS IS PROVEN TO

Let’s try this
together.

What can we use to
help us?

REDUCE MATHS ANXIETY.

Don’t give up.
You're doing really
well and will get
there.

e

The best bit about
maths is finally

» working something
= out.




Your child will experience
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maths through concrete

materials, pictures and written calculations

Grid Method

Show the link with arrays to first
introduce the gnd method.

[ 3] 4rows
of 10

-l »
00000000 880
. sg 4rows
of3

Moveonto using Base 10 to move
towards a more compact method.
T l u
[==]z]

3000
0 B O}

4rows of 13

D20
Moveonto place value counters 1o
show how we are findng groups of a
number.We are multiplying by 4 so we
need 4 rows
® (0] ° e

| 4x12%

Fil each row with 126
l‘( 126

Add up each column, starting with the
ones making any exchanges needed.
e © ®

Then you have your answer.

Children can represent the work they have done with
place value counters n a way that they understand.

They can draw the counters, using colours to show
different amounts or just use circles in the different
columns to show their thinking as shown below.

Start with multiplying by
one digit numbers and
showing the clear addition
alongside the gnd

[ x | 30 g |
7 210 35

210 +35 =245

Moving forward, multiply by
a2 digit number shaowing

the different rows within the
ard method.
10 8

w0 100 | 8

“ g x
=
!
i
¥




find difficult to interpret

10

4 rows
of 10
4 rows
of 3

What fraction is shown in both representations?
Can you convert this in to a decimal?

Y
5
n
(0]

1
w

0000000000
000000000
B00C0000LEE
000000000
280000000
D elelelalaislslols)

value counters.

E

Each row has a value of ;
There are rows.
T

he calculation is Y =

Write the calculation shown by the place

ach row has tens and ones.

Remember the pictures are there to
support the learning. Ask your child what
they notice about the picture first. Count

how many the picture represents then go
from there.




Your children will also learn to use reasoning to solve problems.
Asking your child to explain how they know something is right or
wrong really helps to equip them with these reasoning skills.

If a hundreds counter is added to the
place value grid, it would represent the

number 5,943
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Use everyday opportunities to
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Which times tables should my child

know?
KS1 Year 3 Year 4

2s, 5s, 10s 3s, 4s, 8s, 6s, /s, 9s,
11s, 12s






https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button

Choose v

Level 4v Multiplicationv | x8 Table Up to 12 v I Q

Daily 10

You will be asked 10 questions.
Write down each of your answers.

Check your answers at the end.

3 secs 5secs | 7secs | 10 secs 15 secs 20 secs Manual

L marks

ress | Esc | to exit full screen

Da

illy/ 10




Level &4 Multiplication x8 Table Up to 12

Question |

8 x 8

32

ailly 10

L

Level 3v  Multiplication v

rebecca.morgan 8

Answer | | Q Answer 2 Q Answer3 | Q Answer & | Q Answer 5 Q

Answer 8 Q Answer 9 | Q Answer 10 Q

m Play again »

TopULILG

Choose ¥

rebecca morgan Q

x2, 5,10

x3, 4, 8
x2,3,4,5,8,10

Up to x10

Up to xI12

2x3=7

2x3=7?
?x3=6

L marks
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Year 4 Multiplication check



National Curriculum

Aims:

*become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice
with increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding
and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately

*reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and
generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language

ecan solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems
with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and
persevering in seeking solutions
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The multiplication tables check (MTC) is statutory for

primary schools in the 2021/22 academic year.

The multiplication tables check (MTC) is statutory for all
year 4 pupils registered at state-funded maintained schools,
special schools or academies, including free schools, in
England.

The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether pupils can
recall their times tables fluently, which is essential for
future success in mathematics. It will help schools to
identify pupils who have not yet mastered their times
tables, so that additional support can be provided (the
results are used in school).

In 2026, schools must administer the MTC to all eligible
year 4 pupils between Monday 8" June and Friday 12"
June.



lliness and exemptions

Schools can use the following week, June, to administer the check
to any pupils who were absent during the first 2 weeks or in case of
any delays to the administration of the check due to technical
difficulties.

Schools must provide a reason within the MTC service for any
pupils who are not able to participate in the check.



It is an on-screen check consisting of 25 times table questions. Your child will
be able to answer 3 practice questions before taking the actual check. They will
then have 6 seconds to answer each question. On average, the check should
take no longer than 5 minutes to complete.

1/25 4 Back

Time left: 3

3x4= 12
4 | 5 | 6 |
7 § 8 ] 9
| c J 0 JeEiter




What will it look like at?

- Children will take the test on a chromebook
- They will sit the test in small groups away
from the classroom
- There will be a teacher present
- Once the test is done they will return to class



Chains of
reasoning

* Making
connections

* Access
* Pattern
* Making
connections

Coherence

* Procedural % ::::r;ber

* Conceptual

2 Makingp ma * Table facts
* Making

connections

connections
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KS1 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5+
28, 58, 10S 3S, 48, 8s, 6s, 7S, 0s, 118, All timesta.bles to
apply confidently




Other ways to keep it exciting!

OFFICIALLY

ASSESS YOUR *
UNOFFICIAL YEAR 48
: MTQ MTC-READINESS

SPRING EDITIO

131 - 31s1 JANUARY

Number Day — 07/02/25



~ Other ways to help at home

e Times Tables - Times Tables Rock Stars doesn’t have to
be the only way! Build this into your daily routines.

® BB C bite Size EhIDteleE.‘.F% N Schools & teachers Parents & pupils

e White Rose Parents section

¢ 1 minute-maths

e https://doodlelearning.com/

Maths with Michael

e https://blog.duolingo.com/new-subjects/

doodle


https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
https://whiterosemaths.com/for-parents/
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https://youtu.be/4G-pFJJNhI4

b £

WHAT IS TIMES TABLES ROCK STARS?
A GUIDE FOR PARENTS
AND CARERS



https://youtu.be/phxP5_OhOtk

TTRS — Heatma

10x11

10x6 10x 12

10x7

- 2x4 2x8 2x6 2x7 2x9 2x11 2x12
- Sxd 5x8 5x6 5x7 5x9 5x11 5x12
- Ixd Ix8 Ix6 3x7 3Ix9 Ixll 3x12

4x2 4x4 4x8 4x6 4x7 4x9 4x11 4x12

- B8x4d 8x8 8x6 8x7 8x9 8x11 8x12
- x4 Gx8 6x6 6x7 6x9 6x11 6x12
- Txd Tx8 Tx6 Tx7 Tx9 7x11 Tx12
-- 9x 4 9x 8 9x6 9x7 9x9 9x11 9x12
-- 11x4 11x8 11x6 11x7 11x9 11x11 11x12
--- 12 x4 12x8 12x6 12x7 12x9 12x11 12 x 12
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TTRS — Heatmap

10 10 x 10 10x2 10x5 10x3 10 x 4 10x8 10x6 10x 7 10x9 10x11 10x12
A 2x10 2x2 2x5 2x3 2x4 2x8 2x6 2x7 2x9 2x11 2x12
5 5x10 5x2 5x5 5x3 5x4 - 5x6 - 5x9 5x11 5x12
3 3x10 3x2 3x5 3x3 3x4d 3x8 3x6 3x7 Ix9 3x11 3x12
4 4 x 10 4x2 4x5 4x3 4 x4 - 4x6 4x7 4x9 4x11 4x12
8 8x10 Bx2 8x5 8x3 - 8x6 8x7 - 8x11 8x12
6 6 x 10 6x2 6x5 6x3 - bx6 6x7 6x9 6x11 6x12
7 Tx10 Tx2 7x5 Tx3 -- Tx6 7x7 7x9 7x11 Tx12
9 9x 10 9x2 9x5 9x3 9x4 -- 9x7 9x9 9x11 9x12
11 11 x 10 11x2 11x5 11x3 11x4 11x8 11x6 11x7 11x9 11x11  11x12

12 12x 10 12 x2 12 x5 12x 3 12 x4 12x8 12x6 12 %7 12x9 12x11  12x12
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- TTRS — Heatmap

10 10 x 10 10x 2 10x 5 10x 3 10x 4 10x8 10x6 10x7 10x9 10x 11 10 x 12
2 2x10 2x%2 2x5 2x3 2x4 2x8 2x6 2x7 2x%x9 2x11 2x12
5 5x10 5x2 5x5 5x3 S5x4 5x8 S5x6 5x7 5x9 5x11 S5x12
3 3x10 3x2 3x5 3x3 3x4d 3x8 3x6 3x7 3x9 3x11 3x12
4 4 %10 4 %2 4x5 4x3 4xd 4x8 4x6 4x7 4x9 4x11 4x12
8 8x10 Bx2 8x5 8x3 x4 8x8 Bx6 Bx7 Bx9 g8x11 8x12
6 6x10 bx?2 Bx5 Bx3 6xd 6x8 bxb bx7 Bx9 Bx11 B x12
7 7x10 Tx2 Tx5 Tx3 Txd Tx8 Tx6 Tx7 Tx9 Tx11 Tx12
9 9x10 9x?2 9x 5 9x3 9xd 9x8 9x6 9x7 O9x9 9x11 9x12
11 11 x 10 11x2 11 x5 11x3 11x4 11x8 11x6 11 %7 11x9 11 x11 11 x 12

12 12 x 10 12x2 12x5 12x3 12x4 12 x 8 12x6 12 x7 12x9 12 x 11 12 x 12
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Writing
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How can you help with writing?
Reading!! Good readers are good writers.

Encourage opportunities for writing — these can be across
a range of genres / styles/freewriting.

Write a diary

Try some real-world writing

Writing in chapters that they add to over time
Draw ideas first

Encouraging ‘Best’ Handwriting — fine motor skills to
strengthen control.

Reading a variety of texts — the more children read, the
more familiar they become with different text types and
sentence structures

Practising/learning sp
verbally or written.

m spelling lists, either

NORBURY HALL
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How can you help with writing?

Grouping sentences into paragraphs is a skill that is developed in lower key
stage 2. A new paragraph introduces a new idea or a new scene (in a story).

When writing non-fiction, encourage your child to use headings and
subheadings to help organise their writing.

Encourage your child to edit and improve their work, looking at sentence
structure and vocabulary choices.

Children will be developing their understanding of conjunctions to join a
main and subordinate clause, e.g. The book was very interesting. The book
was very interesting because it was about cycling, which | am really keen on.

Check that pronouns are used (they, their, he, she etc.) so that writing is not
repetitive e.g. Zebras live in Africa, they are black and white and their
favourite food is grass.

Support your child to use a variety of punctuation used in ks2 (commas,
exclamation marks, questions marks, brackets, semi-colons and colons), as
well as editing their work to improve their word choices.
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> Year | and Year 2
Common Exception Words

Year 1

I once they
the one me
a ask she
do school be
to says he
no push we
go full your
of pull you
said house friend
put our S0
are love by

is come my
his were here
has there some

today where was
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Common Excepltion Words

e e

Year 3 and Year 4

accident caught eighth heard minute possible strange
ccidentally centre enough heart natural potatoes strength
actual century exercise height naughty pressure suppose
actually certain experience history notice probably surprise
address circle experiment imagine occasion promise therefore
answer complete extreme increase occasionally purpose though
appear consider famous important often quarter although
arrive continue favourite interest opposite question thought
believe decide February island ordinary recent through
bicycle describe forward knowledge particular reqular various
breath different forwards learn peculiar reign weight
breathe difficult fruit length perhaps remember woman
build disappear grammar library popular sentence women
busy early group material position separate
business earth guard medicine possess special
calendar eight guide mention possession straight
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Spellings

Rainbow Writing: Write your words over and over, each
time on top of the last but in a different colour- create a
rainbow word.

Graffiti Wall: Create a graffiti wall, inspired by graffiti
artists, draw you target words again and again across a page
to create the artwork.

Pyramid Power: Sort a given group o words into a list from
easiest to hardest. Write the easiest once in the middle at
the top of the page, the next easiest twice underneath,
third easiest three times below that etc. so forming a
pyramid.

Colourful Words: Use two different colours to write your
words- one for vowels another for consonants then write

=




Any questions?

NORBURY HALL
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