
Year 5 
workshop

How to continue to 
support your child at 

home



Importance of reading

- Exposes your child to wide range of 
vocabulary, sentence structures and 
language patterns

- Allows children to expand their own 
vocabulary and enhances their 
comprehension skills

- Regular reading also encourages 
critical thinking, problem solving and 
memory

- Books also allow children to develop 
empathy and social understanding











2a 2b 2c 2d 2e 2f 2g 2h

Give/explain the 
meaning of 
words in context.

Retrieve and 
record key 
information/key 
details from 
fiction and non-
fiction.

Summarise main 
ideas from more 
than one 
paragraph. 

Making 
inferences from 
the text / explain 
and justify using 
evidence from 
the text.

Predict what 
might happen 
from details 
stated and 
implied. 

Identify/explain 
how information/
narrative content 
is related and 
contributes to 
meaning as a 
whole (cause).

Identify/explain 
how meaning is 
enhanced 
through choice of 
words and 
phrases.

Make 
comparisons 
within the text 
(effect).

In this sentence 
__ is closet in 
meaning to…?
Explain two 
things that the 
words ___,____ 
suggest.
Find and copy 
two words that 
show...
Which word best 
describes…?
Find and copy 
one word that 
suggests…

Which…?
What…?
How…?
Where…?
When…?
Why…?
Who…?
Identify how…
Draw a line to 
match these 
characters to 
events.
Give two reasons 
why…
Which sentences 
/statements are 
true or false.
Circle the option 
to complete the 
sentence.

What is the main 
message of the 
text?
Number the 
sentences below 
to show the 
order they 
happened in the 
story… 
report…poem…
What happened 
after?
What happened 
before?
Which of these 
events happened 
first?
Which of these 
events happened 
last?

Explain how…
How does…?
Why do you 
think…?
Which do you 
think…?
How do you 
know…How can 
you tell…?
When do you 
think…?
How can you tell
Put ticks in the 
box to show 
which sentences 
or statements are 
true or false.

What do you 
think will happen 
next?
Where do you 
think…?
What do you 
think would 
happen if…?
Based on what 
you have read, 
what does the 
last paragraph 
suggest might 
happen next?

At what point did 
the characters 
mood change?
What caused the 
characters to 
change their 
actions? 
What caused a 
change in 
events?
What impact did 
a change in 
events have?
How is the 
outcome 
different because 
of what 
happened?

What does the 
phrase___ tell 
you?
What impact 
does the 
phrase___ have 
on the reader?
Find and copy 
words from the 
paragraph that 
show it was…
Why does the 
writer use the 
word…?
What is the 
effect of…?
Which part of the 
text tells you…?
What words help 
the reader to…?

How does the 
characters mood 
change 
throughout the 
text? 
What words 
would you use to 
describe the 
main character at 
the start and end 
of the text?
How are the lives 
of the people 
different as a 
result of this 
event?



Reading Content Domain Analysis 



Comprehension

Some of the strands we focus on in 
school are:

- Vocabulary

- Inference

- Prediction

- Explain

- Retrieve

- Summarise



Vocabulary

- What does the word ____ mean in this 
sentence?

- Which word closely matches the meaning of 
_____ as it is used in paragraph 3? (for 
example)

- Read the sentence starting with (first few 
words). What do you think the word (word) 
means based on the rest of the sentence?

- Can you find and copy one word that means 
the same as (synonym)?

- The author uses the word [word] to 
describe the setting. What kind of 
atmosphere does this create?

- Find two words in the second paragraph 
that show the character is in a hurry.



Inference

How was [Character] feeling at this point in the story? What makes 
you think that?

What does the phrase "[Quote from text]" tell us about the 
character's personality?

Why do you think [Character] decided to...?

What was [Character] thinking when they...?

How does the author create a sense of 
[mystery/danger/excitement] in this paragraph?

What do you think the weather was like during this scene? What 
evidence suggests this?

Prediction

Knowing what we know about [Character's personality], how do you 
think they will react to this problem?

Do you think [Character] will change their mind by the end of the 
story? Why?

The author has ended this chapter on a cliffhanger. What do you 
think is behind the door?

How do you think the author will resolve the problem introduced in 
the introduction?



Explain

The author uses the word [word]. What does this tell you 
about the character?“

"Explain how the word [word] changes the mood of the 
scene.“

Explain how the first paragraph helps to set the scene for 
the rest of the story.“

"Why has the author used a sub-heading for this section?"

Summarise

What is the main theme or message of this passage?

If you had to give this text a new title, what would it be and 
why?

What are the three most important events that happened in 
this section?

How would you divide this text into three parts: Beginning, 
Middle, and End?

What was the turning point in the story?



Reading 
games

1. The "Vocab" Bounty Hunter

• Turn dictionary work into a scavenger hunt.

• How to play: Give your child a "bounty list" of 3–5 
sophisticated words (e.g., ambiguous, resilient, treacherous).

• The Goal: They have to find these words—or synonyms for 
them—in their current book.

• The Reward: Each word found earns a small prize or "points" 
toward a weekend treat.

2. Context Clue Detectives

• This builds the skill of figuring out unknown words without 
immediately asking for help.

• How to play: While reading together, find a difficult word. 
Cover it with your finger or a sticky note.

• The Goal: Based on the rest of the sentence, you both have to 
"investigate" and guess what the word is.

• The Twist: Compare your guesses to the actual word. 
Whoever is closest wins the round.









Recommended reads



How can you help Writing?
▪ Reading!! Good readers are good writers. 

▪ Encourage opportunities for writing – these can be across 
a range of genres / styles/freewriting.

▪ Encouraging ‘Best’ Handwriting.

▪ Write a diary 

▪ Try some real-world writing

▪ Writing in chapters that they add to over time

▪ Draw ideas first 

▪ Reading a variety of texts – the more children read, the 
more familiar they become with different text types and 
sentence structures 

▪ Practising/learning spellings from Spelling lists, either 
verbally or written.



How can you help Writing?

▪ Grouping sentences into paragraphs is a skill that is developed in lower key 
stage 2. A new paragraph introduces a new idea or a new scene (in a 
story). 

▪ When writing non-fiction, encourage your child to use headings and 
subheadings to help organise their writing. 

▪ Check that pronouns are used (they, their, he, she etc.) so that writing is 
not repetitive e.g. Zebras live in Africa, they are black and white and their 
favourite food is grass.

▪ Children in upper key stage two need to develop their own voice, being 
aware of the purpose of their writing as well as their audience. Often, 
children engage in writing about specific issues, such as conservation, 
pollution, climate change etc. 

▪ Encourage an upper key stage 2 child to use words such as might, should, 
could, will, may (modal verbs) to help make persuasive points. 

▪ Support your child to use a variety of punctuation used in ks2 (commas, 
exclamation marks, questions marks, brackets, semi-colons and colons), as 
well as editing their work to improve their word choices.



Maths – the importance 
of times table practise

• Ttrockstars 3 times a week

• Helps children develop speed and 
mental space needed to tackle 
complex ideas

• Strong grasp of times tables helps 
children with other aspects of maths 
including: division, fractions (12/18) 
both numbers in 6 times table

• Percentages – multiplication and 
division



Real-world 
independence



KS1 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5+
2s, 5s, 10s 3s, 4s, 8s, 6s, 7s, 9s, 

11s, 12s 
All timestables to 
apply confidently 



Strategies

• Short bursts!

• 5 minutes a day is more effective than 
an hour once a week

• Oral chanting

• Games/Apps - TTRS, Hit the Button, 
Mymaths

• Commutative property – teach them 
that 3 x 4 is the same as 4 x 3.











Focus a lot on reasoning and 
problem solving in Year 5

• Reasoning – The why and how

• Explaining, justifying, proving

• Example – Prove that an even number 
plus an even number is always even.

• Problem solving

• The application. 

• Finding a way through a challenge.



Reasoning

• What mistake has ____ made? Explain your answer

• True or false – explain your answer

• Comparing calculations

Problem solving

• Two-step word problems – 5,427 marbles put into bags with 9 
marbles in each bag. Shares bags equally between three boxes. How 
many bags of marbles are in each box?

• Find the odd one out

• Find the missing digit – e.g. 4 digit by a 1 digit. Work out missing digits

• Use the digit cards to write multiplication/division and work out 
answer 



How to support reasoning at home?

When 
child 
finishes 
a 
question 
ask:

How do you know?

Can you prove it another way?

What would happen if we changed 
this number?



How to continue to 
support your child at 

home

I hope this was 
useful!

Thank you like 
always for your 
ongoing help and 
support. It always 
means a lot!
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