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What are the Key
Stage 2 SATS?



What are the Key Stage 2 -
=

Key Stage 2 SATS are tests that children take at
the end of Year 6.

Key Stage 2 SATS test children on what they
have learnt between Year 3 and Year 6.

Key Stage 2 SATS are mandatory; all state
schools in England are required to provide the
tests (at the same time).



- The Tests

Key Stage 2 SATS take place nationally in the
week commencing 11th May 2026.

Date Activity

Monday 11 May 2026 English grammar, punctuation and spelling Papers 1
and 2

Tuesday 12 May 2026 English reading

Wednesday 13 May Mathematics Papers1and 2
2026

Thursday 14 May 2026 Mathematics Paper 3
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SAITs

Breakfast will be offered every day during SATs Week, more
information will follow.

Extra time and bespoke arrangements can be applied for by
school and this will be discussed individually with you at
parent teaching meetings.

Scripts are sent away and marked externally.
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SATs scores

® The children’s raw scores are converted into a scaled
score, where 100 is the national expectation. Above 110
is Greater Depth.

Below 100 Not met expected standard
for Yr 6
Between 100 and 110 Met expected standard

Above 110 Greater depth
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SATs- Grammar, punctuation and
spelling

The grammar, punctuation and spelling test will consist of two
parts: a grammar and punctuation paper requiring short
answers, lasting 45 minutes, and an aural spelling test of 20
words, lasting around 15 minutes.

The grammar and punctuation test will include two sub-types of
guestions:

> Selected response, e.g. ‘Identify the adjectives in the sentence

below’
> Constructed response, e. complete/rewrite the
sentence below,” or, ‘The ceBelow has an apostrophe
missing. Explain why it N%B@Yalpleﬁﬂrophe.’
The test is out of 70 (50 for GAPS, 20 for spelling) and last year




Which pair of verbs correctly completes the sentence below?

Pluto now called a dwarf planet, but once it classified
as a planet.

Tick the option that shows how the underined words are used in the

Tick one. sentence.

My baby brother was born in the hospital where my father works.

Tick one,

as a preposition phrase

as a relative clause

as a main clause

as a noun phrasa

Tick one box to show which part of the sentence is a relative clause.

The table which is made of oak is now black with age.
I I I

T i




~——How you can help wi

and Spelling?

o R

E——
v

arammar

e BBC Bitesize

e Topmarks

e [deas to help practice spellings at home

e Grammar guide for parents

e National Curriculum Spelling Guidance

e Common Exception words for Years1 & 2

e Common Exception words for Years 3 & 4

e Common Exception words for Years 5 & 6



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492342
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492342
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13476269
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13476269
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492339
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492339
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492340
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492340
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492341
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492341
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Spellings

Rainbow Writing: Write your words over and over, each
time on top of the last but in a different colour- create a
rainbow word.

Graffiti Wall: Create a graffiti wall, inspired by graffiti
artists, draw you target words again and again across a page
to create the artwork.

Pyramid Power: Sort a given group o words into a list from
easiest to hardest. Write the easiest once in the middle at
the top of the page, the next easiest twice underneath,
third easiest three times below that etc. so forming a
pyramid.

Colourful Words: Use two different colours to write your
words- one for vowels another for consonants then write

=
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SATs- Reading

The reading test will be a single paper with questions based on three
passages of text. Usually fiction, non-fiction and sometimes poetry.
The number of words in total ranges between 2500 — 3500 words.
Your child will have one hour, including reading time, to complete
the test. There are normally 3 different texts to read and answer
questions about.

There will be a selection of question types, including:

> Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the order
in which they happen in the story’

> Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests what
the weather is like in the story’

> Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’

> Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins Once
upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension throughout
this paragraph? Explain ing to the text in your answer.’

There are 50 marks in tota ass mark is around 29 marks.
NORBURY HALL




... cutting off a vital food supply.
What does the word vital mean in this sentence?

Ti
Look at the section headed: Other interesting facts.

essential

Complete the sentence below.

Recent studies show that...
Tick one.
giant pandas always spend most of their lives alone, D

OoOoOOs

most giant pandas live in captivity. D

giant pandas only live in the wild in China. []

some giant pandas live in the same area. D ‘

‘ 10 According to the text, why are giant pandas under threat of extinction?

Give two reasons.

Look at the section headed: Why are people c
da?

Find and copy one word which shows that there are'lots of things w
do not yet know about giant S. '
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How can you help Reading?

Ensure your child reads at least 3 times per week (but as
much as possible!) — and listen to them too!

Encourage them to read fiction and non-fiction.
Try to ask them questions about the text.

Help them with the different skills of reading especially
‘skim’ reading where they are looking for keywords in the
text.

Speed reading.
Discussing language. What does the word mean? Look up

words together with aMtionary.

NORBURY HALL



Reading for pleasure leads to
increased attainment.

The loE research found that
children who read for pleasure are
likely to do significantly better at
school than their peers in maths,
vocabulary and spelling.

Reading for pleasure and life
expectancy

The Mational Literacy Trust found
that a child growing up in a ward
with one of the highest
vulnerabilities to literacy
problems in the country has a
shorter life expectancy than a
child growing up in a ward with
one of the lowest vulnerabilities
to literacy problems.

Why?

The importance of engagement in reading

Reading for pleasure promotes
empathy

The DfE found that reading for
pleasure promotes general
knowledge, a better understanding
of other cultures, community
participation and a greater insight
into human nature and decision
making.

Reading can lift children out of
poverty and promote social
inclusion.

The OECD (2002) found that
reading and enjoyment is more
important for children’s
educational success than their
family's socio-economic status.

Reading for pleasure and wellbeing

The MNational Literacy Trust found that
children who enjoy reading very much
and who think positively about reading
have, on average, higher mental
wellbeing scores than their peers who
don’t enjoy reading at all and who hold
negative attitudes towards reading.
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~dJstained Reading and Word Count
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KS2 Reading SATs papers analysis by @ _MissieBee ._
‘Pass’ marks and total word counts (reading booklet + answer booklet) rounded to the nearest 100

2017 2018 2019 2022 2023 2024
Extract Questions Ex. Qu. Ex. Qu. 58 Qu. ; : : Qu.
Words 1937 1203 1488 | 1077 | 2168 | 1020 | 1553 | 975 | 2046 | 1174 | 2012 | 1061
Total ~3100 ~2600 ~3200 ~2500 ~3200 ~3100
EXS 52% 56% 56% 58% 48% TBC 09/07/24

s the text that you are using providing the
children with enough? Are we differentiating
the texts? Or the amount?
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Aeading Content Domain Analysis

KS2 Reading SATs papers analysis by @_MissieBee Content domain reference

% of questions by content domain

oy Vs

e

Contentdomain ‘17 ‘18 ‘19 ‘22 ‘23 ‘24

- 4 |6 | 2 |4 | 2| 2

w 2e predict what might happen from details stated and
implied

= : ¢ . 2 O 0 2f identify/explain how information/narrative content

2f 2 0 0 2 2 0 is related and contributes to meaning as a whole

2g 2 0 6 0 0 0 2g icdhir;zi:yv/vitzia;nngo; rr;\:::ing is enhanced through

s 0 3 - 0 0 6 2h make comparisons within the text




true or false.
Circle the option
to complete the
sentence.

first?

Which of these
events happened
last?

true or false.

of what
happened?

2a 2b 2d

Give/explain the | Retrieve and Summarise main | Making Predict what Identify/explain Identify/explain Make
meaning of record key ideas from more | inferences from might happen how information/ | how meaning is comparisons
words in context. | information/key | than one the text / explain | from details narrative content | enhanced within the text

details from paragraph. and justify using | stated and is related and through choice of | (effect).

fiction and non- evidence from implied. contributes to words and

fiction. the text. meaning as a phrases.

whole (cause).

In this sentence | Which...? What is the main | Explain how... What do you At what point did | What does the How does the
__iscloset in What...? message of the How does...? think will happen | the characters phrase__ tell characters mood
meaning to...? How...? text? Why do you next? mood change? you? change
Explain two Where...? Number the think...? Where do you What caused the | What impact throughout the
things that the When...? sentences below | Which do you think...? characters to does the text?
words __ , | Why...? to show the think...? What do you change their phrase_ have | What words
suggest. Who...? order they How do you think would actions? on the reader? would you use to
Find and copy Identify how... happened in the | know...How can happen if...? What caused a Find and copy describe the
two words that Draw a line to story... you tell...? Based on what change in words from the main character at
show... match these report...poem... When doyou you have read, events? paragraph that the start and end
Which word best | characters to What happened | think...? what does the What impact did | show it was... of the text?
describes...? events. after? How can you tell | last paragraph achangein Why does the How are the lives
Find and copy Give two reasons | What happened | Put ticks in the suggest might events have? writer use the of the people
one word that why... before? box to show happen next? How is the word...? different as a
suggests... Which sentences | Which of these which sentences outcome What is the result of this

/statements are | events happened | or statements are different because | effect of...? event?

Which part of the
text tells you...?
What words help
the reader to...?
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ot SATs- Maths

Children will sit three papers in maths:

Paper 1: arithmetic, 30 minutes, 40 marks.

Paper 1 will consist of fixed response fluency questions, where the children will
have to give the correct answer to calculations. Most of these questions will
assess children’s mathematical procedures when using the four operations.
Fractions, decimals and percentages are also included.

Papers 2 and 3: reasoning, 40 minutes per paper, 35 marks per paper.
Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of question types, including:
e Multiple choice
e True or false
e Multi-step problems

e Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a calculation, drawing a
shape or completing a table or chart

e Less constrained questions, where chi
approach for solving a proble

There are 110 marks in total.

en will have to explain their

NORBURY HALL
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A pack of paper has 150 sheets.
4 children each take 7 sheets

__—
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How can you help Maths?

Regularly practise of Maths Facts — including
vocabulary.

Support with MyMaths activities — including
encouraging them to show their working out.

Times Table Rehearsal — even in Year 6, instant recall
is still cruciall

Help them to check their work through — this will

help them to spot mistakes that can sometimes be
easily fixed.

NORBURY HALL



WHAT YOU SAY REALLY MATTERS.

Don’t worry. | wasn’t
very good at maths

You'll have to ask
someone else. I'm
terrible at fractions.

We didn’t do it like
this when | was at
school.

at school either. >

Oh no — time for the
dreaded maths
homework.




TALKING POSITIVELY ABOUT MATHS IS PROVEN TO
REDUCE MATHS ANXIETY.

Don’t give up.
You're doing really
well and will get
there.

_—

Let’s try this
together.

The best bit about
maths is finally

help us? - working something
- out.

What can we use to




YOUR CHILD WILL EXPERIENCE MATHS THROUGH CONCRETE
MATERIALS, PICTURES AND WRITTEN CALCULATIONS.

Grid Method Show the link with arraysto first Children can represent the work they have done with Start with multiplying by '
introduce the grid method. place value counters in a way that they understand. one digit numbers and

x » 3 4rows | Theycandraw the counters, using colours to show alongside the gnid.
of 10 different amounts or just use circles in the different

. 4frgws columns to show their thinking as shown below. x 20 s
o

7 210 35
210 +35 =245

Move onto using Base 10 to move

Moving forward, multiply by
a2 digit number showing

the different rows within the
Move onto place value counters to grid method.
show how we are finding groups of a

number. We are multiplying by 4 so we
need 4 rows.
e © [ ]

[
4x126

Fill each row with 126.




THIS IS OFTEN THE THING THAT PARENTS FIND
DIFFICULT TO INTERPRET.

. 4 rows

00 o 008 ,i10

. $382 ﬁ;;; 4row
of3

What fraction is shown in both representations?
Can you convert this in to a decimal?

-
o
3
w

0000000000
0000000000
6006000080

@O value counters.

Each row has a value of
There are rows.
|

he calculation is X =

Write the calculation shown by the place

Eachrow has ____tens and __ones.

Remember the pictures are there to
support the learning. Ask your child what
they notice about the picture first. Count
how many the picture represents then go

from there.
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120|132 pE)

12s

KS1 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5+
. 25,55,10s | 3s,4s,8s, 6s,7s,9s,11s, Alltimestablesto
apply confidently




Writing
Writing is Teacher Assessed, using work produced by

children throughout their time in Year 6, covering a range
of genre types.

Writing will be assessed as either Working Towards, at
Expected Standard, or Greater Depth.



Working towards the expected standard

The pupil can:
« write for a range of purposes
» use paragraphs to organise ideas

* in narratives, describe settings and characters

* in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the writing and support the
reader (e.g. headings, sub-headings, bullet points)

» use capital letters, full stops, gquestion marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for
contraction mostly correctly

« spell correctly most words from the year 3 / year 4 spelling list, and some words from
the year 5 / year 6 spelling list*

« write legibly.’

*These are detailed in the word lists within the spelling appendix to the national curriculum (English Appendix
1). Teachers should refer to these to exemplify the words that pupils should be able to spell.



Working at the expected standard

The pupil can:

-

-

write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that
shows good awareness of the reader (e.q. the use of the first person in a diary; direct
address in instructions and persuasive writing)

in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere

integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action

select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires,
doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative;
using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to
suggest degrees of possibility)

use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and
place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs

use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing

use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correcily® (e.q. inverted
commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech)

spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list,* and use a dictionary
to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary

maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed.?




Working at greater depth

The pupil can:
« write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate

form and drawing independently on what they have read as models for their own
writing (e.q. literary language, characterisation, structure)

« distinguish between the language of speech and writing® and choose the appropriate
register

« exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly
through manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve this

« use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 correctly (e.g. semi-colons,
dashes, colons, hyphens) and, when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to
enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity.®

[There are no additional statements for spelling or handwriting]
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How can you help Writing?

Reading!! Good readers are good writers.

Encourage opportunities for writing —these can be across a
range of genres / styles/freewriting.

Encouraging ‘Best’ Handwriting.

Write a diary

Try some real-world writing

Writing in chapters that they add to over time
Draw ideas first

Reading a variety of texts — the more children read, the more
familiar they become with different text types and sentence
structures

Practising/learning spell Spelling lists, either verbally
or written.

NORBURY HALL
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How can you help Writing?

Grouping sentences into paragraphs is a skill that is developed in lower key
stage 2. A new paragraph introduces a new idea or a new scene (in a story).

When writing non-fiction, encourage your child to use headings and
subheadings to help organise their writing.

Encourage your child to edit and improve their work, looking at sentence
structure and vocabulary choices.

Children will be developing their understanding of conjunctions to join a
main and subordinate clause, e.g. The book was very interesting. The book
was very interesting because it was about cycling, which | am really keen on.

Check that pronouns are used (they, their, he, she etc.) so that writing is not
repetitive e.g. Zebras live in Africa, they are black and white and their

favourite food is grass.

Support your child to use a variety of punctuation used in ks2 (commasm

exclamation marks, questions marks, brackets, semi-colons and colon8yRg§RY HALL
well as editing their work to improve their word choices.



~—How canyou help Writi’ﬁ/g?

Children in upper key stage two need to develop their
own voice, being aware of the purpose of their writing as
well as their audience. Often, children engage in writing
about specific issues, such as conservation, pollution,
climate change etc.

Encourage an upper key stage 2 child to use words such
as might, should, could, will, may (modal verbs) to help
make persuasive points.

Sentence structure is important in KS2 and children
should be experimenting with using different clauses
within their work: As the rain continued, the garden
became too wet to play on. (subordinate clause, main
clause) My bike, which is very old now, is broken



Reporting
Each pupil’s raw score will e converted into a scaled score.
Below 100 = Working towards the Expected Standard
100-110 = Working At the Expected Standard
Above 110 = Greater Depth

The lowest a child can score is 80
The highest a child can score is 120



How can you help?

Reassure them that there is nothing to worry about,
and they should always just try their best.

Praise and encourage!

Give your child a quiet, distraction free space to
complete homework or study

Support your child with any Home Learning —
particularly in areas that they feel they need to work

on.

NORBURY HALL
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Things to remember:

SATs focus on what children know about Maths and
English.

SATs don’t tell the whole story - Their results will say if
they did or did not meet a certain standard but not
necessarily by what margin. These thresholds change
each year according to the overall national
performance, so what was classed as ‘meeting the
expected standard’ this year might not be the same as

last year.
SATs are only four d '@ whole Primary School

career.
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