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What are the Key Stage 2 
SATS?

Key Stage 2 SATS are tests that children take at 
the end of Year 6.

Key Stage 2 SATS test children on what they 
have learnt between Year 3 and Year 6.

Key Stage 2 SATS are mandatory; all state 
schools in England are required to provide the 
tests (at the same time).



The Tests

Key Stage 2 SATS take place nationally in the 
week commencing 11th May 2026.



SATs
Breakfast will be offered every day during SATs Week, more 

information will follow. 

Extra time and bespoke arrangements can be applied for by 
school and this will be discussed individually with you at 

parent teaching meetings. 

Scripts are sent away and marked externally.



SATs scores
 The children’s raw scores are converted into a scaled 

score, where 100 is the national expectation. Above 110 
is Greater Depth. 

Scaled score Judgement

Below 100 Not met expected standard 
for Yr 6

Between 100 and 110 Met expected standard 

Above 110 Greater depth 



SATs- Grammar, punctuation and 
spelling

 The grammar, punctuation and spelling test will consist of two 
parts: a grammar and punctuation paper requiring short 
answers, lasting 45 minutes, and an aural spelling test of 20 
words, lasting around 15 minutes. 

 The grammar and punctuation test will include two sub-types of 
questions: 

➢ Selected response, e.g. ‘Identify the adjectives in the sentence 
below’ 

➢ Constructed response, e.g. ‘Correct/complete/rewrite the 
sentence below,’ or, ‘The sentence below has an apostrophe 
missing. Explain why it needs an apostrophe.’ 

 The test is out of 70 (50 for GAPS, 20 for spelling) and last year 
the children needed to reach 36 to achieve a standardised score 
of 100 and 55 to achieve greater depth (110). 





How you can help with Grammar 
and Spelling? 

 BBC Bitesize

 Topmarks

 Ideas to help practice spellings at home

 Grammar guide for parents

 National Curriculum Spelling Guidance

 Common Exception words for Years 1 & 2

 Common Exception words for Years 3 & 4

 Common Exception words for Years 5 & 6

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492342
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492342
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13476269
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13476269
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492339
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492339
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492340
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492340
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492341
https://www.royal-kent.surrey.sch.uk/downloadfile/13492341


Rainbow Writing: Write your words over and over, each 
time on top of the last but in a different colour- create a 
rainbow word.

Graffiti Wall: Create a graffiti wall, inspired by graffiti 
artists, draw you target words again and again across a page 
to create the artwork.
Pyramid Power: Sort a given group o words into a list from 
easiest to hardest. Write the easiest once in the middle at 
the top of the page, the next easiest twice underneath, 
third easiest three times below that etc. so forming a 
pyramid. 
Colourful Words: Use two different colours to write your 
words- one for vowels another for consonants then write 
them all in one colour.
Words Within Words: Write down target words and then 
see how many other words you can make from the same 
letters. Words without vowels. 

Spellings 



SATs- Reading

 The reading test will be a single paper with questions based on three 
passages of text. Usually fiction, non-fiction and sometimes poetry. 
The number of words in total ranges between 2500 – 3500 words. 
Your child will have one hour, including reading time, to complete 
the test. There are normally 3 different texts to read and answer 
questions about. 

 There will be a selection of question types, including: 
➢ Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the order 

in which they happen in the story’ 

➢ Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests what 
the weather is like in the story’ 

➢ Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’ 
➢ Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins Once 

upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension throughout 
this paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text in your answer.’

 There are 50 marks in total. Normal pass mark is around 29 marks. 





How can you help Reading?
▪ Ensure your child reads at least 3 times per week (but as 

much as possible!) – and listen to them too! 

▪ Encourage them to read fiction and non-fiction.

▪ Try to ask them questions about the text.

▪ Help them with the different skills of reading especially 
‘skim’ reading where they are looking for keywords in the 
text. 

▪ Speed reading.

▪ Discussing language. What does the word mean? Look up 
words together with an app/dictionary.









Sustained Reading and Word Count 

Is the text that you are using providing the 
children with enough? Are we differentiating 

the texts? Or the amount? 



Reading Content Domain Analysis 



2a 2b 2c 2d 2e 2f 2g 2h

Give/explain the 
meaning of 
words in context.

Retrieve and 
record key 
information/key 
details from 
fiction and non-
fiction.

Summarise main 
ideas from more 
than one 
paragraph. 

Making 
inferences from 
the text / explain 
and justify using 
evidence from 
the text.

Predict what 
might happen 
from details 
stated and 
implied. 

Identify/explain 
how information/
narrative content 
is related and 
contributes to 
meaning as a 
whole (cause).

Identify/explain 
how meaning is 
enhanced 
through choice of 
words and 
phrases.

Make 
comparisons 
within the text 
(effect).

In this sentence 
__ is closet in 
meaning to…?
Explain two 
things that the 
words ___,____ 
suggest.
Find and copy 
two words that 
show...
Which word best 
describes…?
Find and copy 
one word that 
suggests…

Which…?
What…?
How…?
Where…?
When…?
Why…?
Who…?
Identify how…
Draw a line to 
match these 
characters to 
events.
Give two reasons 
why…
Which sentences 
/statements are 
true or false.
Circle the option 
to complete the 
sentence.

What is the main 
message of the 
text?
Number the 
sentences below 
to show the 
order they 
happened in the 
story… 
report…poem…
What happened 
after?
What happened 
before?
Which of these 
events happened 
first?
Which of these 
events happened 
last?

Explain how…
How does…?
Why do you 
think…?
Which do you 
think…?
How do you 
know…How can 
you tell…?
When do you 
think…?
How can you tell
Put ticks in the 
box to show 
which sentences 
or statements are 
true or false.

What do you 
think will happen 
next?
Where do you 
think…?
What do you 
think would 
happen if…?
Based on what 
you have read, 
what does the 
last paragraph 
suggest might 
happen next?

At what point did 
the characters 
mood change?
What caused the 
characters to 
change their 
actions? 
What caused a 
change in 
events?
What impact did 
a change in 
events have?
How is the 
outcome 
different because 
of what 
happened?

What does the 
phrase___ tell 
you?
What impact 
does the 
phrase___ have 
on the reader?
Find and copy 
words from the 
paragraph that 
show it was…
Why does the 
writer use the 
word…?
What is the 
effect of…?
Which part of the 
text tells you…?
What words help 
the reader to…?

How does the 
characters mood 
change 
throughout the 
text? 
What words 
would you use to 
describe the 
main character at 
the start and end 
of the text?
How are the lives 
of the people 
different as a 
result of this 
event?



SATs- Maths 
 Children will sit three papers in maths: 

Paper 1: arithmetic, 30 minutes, 40 marks. 
➢ Paper 1 will consist of fixed response fluency questions, where the children will 

have to give the correct answer to calculations. Most of these questions will 
assess children’s mathematical procedures when using the four operations. 
Fractions, decimals and percentages are also included. 

Papers 2 and 3: reasoning, 40 minutes per paper, 35 marks per paper.
➢ Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of question types, including: 

 Multiple choice 
 True or false 
 Multi-step problems
 Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a calculation, drawing a 

shape or completing a table or chart 
 Less constrained questions, where children will have to explain their 

approach for solving a problem 
 There are 110 marks in total.







How can you help Maths?
▪ Regularly practise of Maths Facts – including 

vocabulary.

▪ Support with MyMaths activities – including 
encouraging them to show their working out.

▪ Times Table Rehearsal – even in Year 6, instant recall 
is still crucial!

▪ Help them to check their work through – this will 
help them to spot mistakes that can sometimes be 
easily fixed.













Writing 
 Writing is Teacher Assessed, using work produced by 

children throughout their time in Year 6, covering a range 
of genre types. 

 Writing will be assessed as either Working Towards, at 
Expected Standard, or Greater Depth. 









How can you help Writing?
▪ Reading!! Good readers are good writers. 
▪ Encourage opportunities for writing – these can be across a 

range of genres / styles/freewriting.
▪ Encouraging ‘Best’ Handwriting.
▪ Write a diary 
▪ Try some real-world writing
▪ Writing in chapters that they add to over time
▪ Draw ideas first 
▪ Reading a variety of texts – the more children read, the more 

familiar they become with different text types and sentence 
structures 

▪ Practising/learning spellings from Spelling lists, either verbally 
or written.



How can you help Writing?
▪ Grouping sentences into paragraphs is a skill that is developed in lower key 

stage 2. A new paragraph introduces a new idea or a new scene (in a story). 

▪ When writing non-fiction, encourage your child to use headings and 
subheadings to help organise their writing. 

▪ Encourage your child to edit and improve their work, looking at sentence 
structure and vocabulary choices.

▪ Children will be developing their understanding of conjunctions to join a 
main and subordinate clause, e.g. The book was very interesting. The book 
was very interesting because it was about cycling, which I am really keen on.

▪ Check that pronouns are used (they, their, he, she etc.) so that writing is not 
repetitive e.g. Zebras live in Africa, they are black and white and their 
favourite food is grass.

▪ Support your child to use a variety of punctuation used in ks2 (commas, 
exclamation marks, questions marks, brackets, semi-colons and colons), as 
well as editing their work to improve their word choices.



How can you help Writing?

▪ Children in upper key stage two need to develop their 
own voice, being aware of the purpose of their writing as 
well as their audience. Often, children engage in writing 
about specific issues, such as conservation, pollution, 
climate change etc. 

▪ Encourage an upper key stage 2 child to use words such 
as might, should, could, will, may (modal verbs) to help 
make persuasive points. 

▪ Sentence structure is important in KS2 and children 
should be experimenting with using different clauses 
within their work: As the rain continued, the garden 
became too wet to play on. (subordinate clause, main 
clause) My bike, which is very old now, is broken 
(embedded clause)



Reporting
 Each pupil’s raw score will e converted into a scaled score.

 Below 100 = Working towards the Expected Standard

 100-110 = Working At the Expected Standard

 Above 110 = Greater Depth

 The lowest a child can score is 80

 The highest a child can score is 120



How can you help?
▪ Reassure them that there is nothing to worry about, 

and they should always just try their best.

▪ Praise and encourage! 

▪ Give your child a quiet, distraction free space to 
complete homework or study

▪ Support your child with any Home Learning –
particularly in areas that they feel they need to work 
on.

.



Things to remember:
▪ SATs focus on what children know about Maths and 

English. 

▪ SATs don’t tell the whole story - Their results will say if 
they did or did not meet a certain standard but not 
necessarily by what margin. These thresholds change 
each year according to the overall national 
performance, so what was classed as ‘meeting the 
expected standard’ this year might not be the same as 
last year. 

▪ SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School 
career. 
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